READING GUIDE
SCENES FROM SICILY

ere is a brief selection of favorite, new and hard-to-find books, prepared for your journey. For

your convenience, you may call (800) 342-2164 to order these books directly from Longitude, a

specialty mail-order book service. To order online, and to get the latest, most comprehensive

selection of books for your voyage, go directly to reading.longitudebooks.com/GV9204.

ESSENTIAL

These five books and a map are available as a package
for 380 including U.S. shipping, 15% off the retail price
(Item no. EXITL338). Any additional books ordered
are shipped free.

Ellen Grady

Blue Guide Sicily

2003, PAPER, 416 PAGES, $24.95

A guide to the ancient history and culture of Sicily
featuring good maps and site plans of archaeological
sites throughout the island. (Izem no. ITL.125)

Mary Taylor Simeti

On Persephone’s Island

1986, PAPER, 352 PAGES, $14.95

A richly detailed and personal portrait of Sicily by an
American writer who settled on the island with her
Sicilian husband in 1962 and stayed for 40 years.
Strong on the delights of rural life. (Izem no. ITLO3)

Peter Robb

Midnight in Sicily: On Art, Food, History,
Travel and La Cosa Nostra

1999, PAPER, 400 PAGES, $14.00

A vivid report from Italy’s glorious, corrupt and
troubled South, this book combines interviews, jour-
nalism and essays on Sicilian history and culture.
Robb focuses, in patt, on the career of Giulio An-
dreotti, the seven-time prime minister of Italy re-
cently accused of Mafia associations. (Iem no. IT1.74)

Giuseppe Di Lampedusa

The Leopard

1991, PAPER, 320 PAGES, $13.00

A gripping and evocative 1958 novel of a Sicilian
prince and his family, set on a rural estate during the
days of independence. (Item no. ITL17)

Lonely Planet

Lonely Planet Italian Phrasebook

2003, PAPER, 256 PAGES, $7.99

A handy palm-size guide to pronunciation, basic
grammar and essential vocabulary. (Izem no. IT1.531)

Berndtson & Berndtson

Sicily Map

MAP, $9.95

A large scale (1:450,000), laminated, shaded relief
map of Sicily, featuring city insets. (Item no. IT1.20)

ALSO RECOMMENDED

Raleigh Trevelyan

The Companion Guide to Sicily

1999, PAPER, 496 PAGES, $24.95

A comprehensive, serious-minded guide to the ar-
chitecture, art and culture of Sicily, combining de-
scriptions of the major attractions, personal anec-
dotes and literary excerpts. (Item no. IT1.04)

Robert Leighton

Sicily Before History, An Archaeological
Survey from the Paleolithic to the Iron Age
1999, PAPER, 312 PAGES, $26.95

A rich survey of Sicily’s archaeological record, geared
toward setious travelers. (Izens no. IT1.110)

Peter Sammartino

Sicily, An Informal History

1992, PAPER, 127 PAGES, $18.95

An admirably brief history of Sicily’s diverse cultural
traditions, migrations and conquerors from prehis-
tory through the Greek and Roman period, to Noz-
man rule, the Risorgimento and modern Sicily.

(Item no. IT1.243)

Steven Runciman

The Sicilian Vespers, A History of the
Mediterranean World in the Later Thirteenth
Century

1992, PAPER, 288 PAGES, $19.00

A spellbinding history of the 13th-century Kingdom
of Sicily. The massacre of the French at Palermo,
known as the Sicilian Vespers, is the springboard for
the authot’s sweeping depiction of the Mediterranean
in the late 1200’s. (Ifem no. IT1.295)



John Julius Norwich

The Normans in Sicily

1992, PAPER, 793 PAGES, $35.00

A vivid description of the conquest and 60-year rule
of Sicily by the Normans, including a notable cast of
adventurers and their legacy of superb cathedrals,
churches and palaces. (Izen no. IT1.294)

Alexander Stille

Excellent Cadavers, The Mafia and the Death
of the First Italian Republic

1996, PAPER, 467 PAGES, $15.00

This fast-paced book is a gripping account of cot-
ruption in Italy. The author offers an utterly absorb-
ing account of the assassination of two top anti-Mafia
prosecutors in 1992. (Itens no. ITL.58)

Daphne Phelps

A House in Sicily

1999, PAPER, 224 PAGES, $12.95

An old-fashioned memoir of life at Casa Cuseni, the
pensione and garden in Taormina run by the in-
domitable Daphne Phelps, which has been a sanctu-
ary for Tennessee Williams, Bertrand Russell and
others since 1947. (Itens no. ITL.148)

Norman Lewis

In Sicily

2002, HARD COVER, 169 PAGES, $24.95

In this personable travelogue Lewis ranges widely,
introducing a cast of friends, journalists and residents
from one end of the island to the other. He story
starts with his first acquaintance with Sicily more than
60 years ago and ends in 1998. (Trems no. ITL.420)

Luigi Barzini

The Italians

1996, PAPER, 352 PAGES, $14.00

The definitive portrait of the Italian people and a
classic essay on the Italian character. Though first
published in 1964, it’s still worth reading for its in-
sight, grace and wit. (Item no. IT1.05)

Theresa Maggio

The Stone Boudoir, Travels Through the
Hidden Villages of Sicily

2003, PAPER, 264 PAGES, $14.95

Heartfelt and evocative, this series of essays captures
the author’s enchantment with out-of-the-way places
in Sicily. (Item no. ITL495)

Francine Prose

Sicilian Odyssey

2003, HARD COVER, 192 PAGES, $20.00

Novelist Francine Prose tries her hand at travel writ-
ing in this lyrical, vibrant and concise portrait of Sic-
ily. Prose evokes Sicily’s histoty, art, landscape and
cuisine. (Items no. ITL457)

Elio Vittorini, Ernest Hemingway (Introduction)

A Vittorini Omnibus, In Sicily & other Novels
1973, PAPER, 308 PAGES, $18.95

Three short novels by one of Sicily’s modern masters,
including the classic tale of a sophisticated man who
returns to his village, “In Sicily.” (Itenz no. ITL.10)

Elio Vittorini, Alane Salierno Mason (Translator),
Ernest Hemingway (Introduction)

Conversations in Sicily

2000, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $13.95

A new translation of the groundbreaking modern
classic from 1941 about a young man who returns to
Sicily for the first time in years. (Ifews no. IT1.225)

Gioia Timpanelli

Sometimes the Soul, Two Novellas of Sicily
1999, PAPER, 184 PAGES, $11.00

Timpanelli reworks ancient Sicilian tales into two
modern novellas. The first concerns a baroness and
the young sailor who changes her life. The second is
a retelling of Beauty and the Beast. (Itens no. ITL.113)

ROME EXTENSION

Fodors

Citypack Rome’s Best

2003, PAPER, 96 PAGES, $11.95

A shirt-pocket guide to Rome, this slim book in-
cludes an excellent map of the city and essential in-
formation on its highlights. (Izenz no. ITI.112)

Claude Moatti

The Search for Ancient Rome

1993, PAPER, 207 PAGES, $12.95

This pocket-size volume features hundreds of color
photos and paintings, a chronology and excerpts of
writing by the great archaeologists. It’s a portrait of
the history of archaeology and a fascinating look at
the meaning of ancient Rome to western civilization.

(Item no. IT118)

Ross King

Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling

2003, PAPER, 304 PAGES, $15.00

A captivating chronicle of the world’s most famous
frescoes, Michelangelo’s painting on the ceiling of the
Sistine Chapel. Featuring a corrupt and maniacal
pope, an artist unsure of his abilities and a who’s who
of 16t-century Italians, this is the stuff of great fic-
tion—and it’s all true. (Ifem no. ITI 464)
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